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Yinshun’s Humanistic Buddhism and its Theoretical Value

Liu Chengyou

Abstract

In 20" Century, Venerable Yinshun’s theory of Humanistic Buddhism was one
of the most important theories of Chinese Buddhism. The value of this theory
is not only expressed in its active and positive response to the problem of the
adaptation of Chinese Buddhism towards the modern society, as shown in the
reply towards Liang Shuming’s criticism on how Buddhism concerns about
“this time, this place, this person”; but more importantly, the theory expresses
Yinshin’s contemplation of the reconstruction of the Chinese value system in
the 20" Century. There are two substantive connotations in Yinshun’s theory
of Humanistic Buddhism: 1) the emphasis on the importance of the individual,
comprising a strong spirit of humanism; 2) the importance in establishing a Pure
land in this world, accentuating the rational creative capability of the individual,
comprising a strong characteristic of rationalism. These two connotations was in
fact a response towards the 1910 New Cultural Movement’s call for scientism
and democracy. In further proving the legitimacy of the theory of Humanistic
Buddhism, Yinshun looked into the “three spectrum of Mahayana” from
the historical course of Indian Buddhism and proposed a “Human-Centered
Buddhism—on that accords with Dharma principles and human dispositions”
from the Madhyamika standpoint. Yinshun’s ultimate goal is to reconstruct the
value system of the Chinese value system under the condition of modernization
and to “create a new generation of people.”
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