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Unskillful Karma:

Environmental Pollution as Ignorance in Action
Frank J. Hoffman

Abstract

In this paper I develop two lines of thought, one theoretical and the other
practical. 1T will provide an argument concerning Buddhist epistemology, and
another argument concerning what practitioners can know. The epistemology
of Buddhism is a branch of philosophy and explores the scope and limits of
knowledge. The practitioner’s view explores what can be known in Buddhist
practice. By “practice” here I mean not only formal meditation but also those
times when life itself becomes a meditation. Daily life itself can be a meditation
if lived in a mindful and compassionate way.

The main application of the theoretical argument is that including the ideas
of authority of meditational experience and worldviews that are presented in
non-written texts, there is no contradiction between Buddhism and concern with
the environment. The main application of the practical argument is that from a
Buddhist practitioner’s point of view, the interfusion of all things is known by
experience that includes, but is not limited to, reading written texts.

Putting these two main applications together I show how the respective roles
of theory and textual understanding in both written and non-written texts on the
one hand, and meditative experience and awareness in Buddhist practice on the
other hand, together inform what can rightly be said about environmentalism
from Buddhist points of view. In the process I attempt to show, regarding the
theoretical argument, that adequate epistemology of Buddhism should include
not only written texts but also worldviews presented in non-written texts and the
authority of experience in meditation.
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